








January 2012.
Dear Parents,

I hope the boys have settled back into their routine.   You should all have received the Spring Term calendar, as you will read, this promises to be another very busy term with plenty of activity planned for inside and outside of the classroom.   Please ensure that you have the relevant dates of the Parents’ Meetings for Years 3,4,5,6 and 7 in your diary.   Please note that the evening meetings for Years 5, 6 and 7 all start at 6.30 pm.   There are also Parents Consultations in the Nursery and the Pre-Prep this term.
On Wednesday evening, we held two meetings for parents which provided the opportunity for the Chairman of Governors, Mr. Armstrong, to update parents on the latest position with our Planning Application.    If you were unable to attend please speak to parents who were there, they will be able to pass on the positive messages that were conveyed during the evening.    Thank you for your excellent response to our request for support for our Planning Application to the London Borough of Hillingdon, which seeks to confirm our current level of staffing.  We have now dispatched a total of twenty six petitions and many of you have written to the Council.    The Council should be in no doubt as to the strength of feeling within the St. John’s Community.   
It is very important that we maintain the momentum in order to ensure that the Council’s Officers and Councillors are fully aware of the level of concern and support for the School.   I should like to request that you continue to write and email Hillingdon Council.   I have attached the note that was distributed at the meeting, entitled ‘What you can do to help’, this povides you with all the relevant information.    Currently, our application is scheduled to go to the Planning Committee on 2nd February.   We are still waiting for final confirmation of that date, I shall inform you immediately if they alter the date.  As you will read in the note attached, it is important that we have as many supporters as possible at the Planning Committee meeting.  
We must continue to make sure that the traffic flows in and out of the School as efficiently as possible.     I should like to encourage you to car share as much as possible, if boys live nearby, there is no reason for them not to walk to school, it is clearly desirable to minimise the traffic flow up and down Potter Street Hill.    I shall now move on to my usual reminders about car parking.
I should like to make clear that parents should always approach and leave the School via Potter Street Hill.     We have an agreement with the residents of the Gatehill Estate that our parents do not use the Weiland Road entrance to the School.   I should be very grateful, therefore, if you do not use that route.     

Once again, I should like to remind those of you who approach the School from Sandy Lane that, ideally, you should avoid using the area but, if it is necessary, please remember that Oxhey Drive South is a private road and should not be used for access or parking.   The area that is used as a small car park is not public property and is maintained by the residents of Oxhey Drive South.        The residents would appreciate it if you avoid using horns as much as possible, leave your cars parked for as short a period as possible and show consideration to local residents, particularly by not parking in front of entrances.    Please exhibit as much care and attention as possible when driving along Sandy Lane.   I should very much appreciate it if everybody behaves with common sense and consideration.
I know that on occasions, particularly when there are major events at the School, some parents have parked in Park View Road.   Please do not do this, it is a private road.   In fact, the Pinner Hill Estate should not be used as a thoroughfare to the School.   When we have major occasions here, I shall endeavour to ensure that the traffic flows as freely as possible.   Please be patient and do not attempt to jump the queue.   Please remember not to park on the road outside of the School or anywhere along Potter Street Hill, it is a steep and narrow road.   When cars park outside the School, they stop the two-way flow, this immediately causes unnecessary congestion and delay as cars cannot drive off the site.   When you arrive in the car park, park in the bays provided or use the ‘drop off’ area.   I am sorry to write at such length about journeys to and from St. John’s, but I am sure we all agree the safety of the children should always be paramount.
After a busy Autumn term for the St. John’s Association, they are only planning one event this term, Race Night on Saturday, 24th March.   Previous Race Nights have been greatly enjoyed by those who attended, the evening will provide plenty of fun and entertainment, as well as the opportunity to win some money!   Details of the Race Night will be distributed in due course.
If you have any questions or concerns about our Planning Application, please do not hesitate to make contact with the Bursar or myself.  
Please find attached a list of this term’s activities programme, they all start at the beginning of next week.   I look forward to a busy and successful term.
Yours sincerely,
