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Thank you Mr Robinson
From the
Headmaster
Welcome to the end of the academic
year edition of The Lamb. It’s been an
action-packed last week of term. It was
a pleasure to welcome Lady Harding,
The Master of the Merchant Taylors’
Company, and Mr Fowler, CEO of
the Aldenham Schools Foundation, to
Senior Speech Day last Saturday. It was
a memorable occasion which recognised
the achievements of our boys and said
farewell to our leavers and their families.
It was brilliant to use the Centenary
Sports Hall for the first time in this way.
In sport, all the boys competed well in
the Sports Days with great support for
each other and their House. Very well
done to Oates who were the House
Athletics Champions this year.
It was a pleasure to present Anay in
the Owls with the ‘I did my best’ trophy
in Pre-Prep assembly. In both Final
Assemblies the boys and staff surprised
me with their versions of ‘Reach for the
stars’ by S Club 7 and ‘Sweet Talking
Guy’ by the Chiffons. It was even more
emotional for me than Speech Day!
I would like to wish all the St John’s
families a relaxing summer holiday and
wish our leavers every success for the
future and I know Mr Jenkin and all the
staff are looking forward to welcoming
everyone back in September.

1												

July 07 2022

Prep School Final Assembly

In the Prep-School Assembly today, Mr Robinson said that it
had been a great privilege to be our Headmaster. He reviewed
this academic year and presented the awards and trophies. The
Activities Cup for all extra-curricular House activities this year
was awarded to Lawrence and the Burton Page Cup for the
most House Points awarded since September went to Churchill.
He announced that our new Head Boy is Nishant, assisted by
Rafi and Kian J as Deputy Head Boys. The Rugby Captain is
Shane and the Vice-Captain Archie.
The Eco team announced that the School has been

awarded with a green flag, which is incredibly exciting. Many
congratulations to all our trophy winners and very best wishes
for the future to all our leavers.
The Final Assemblies today were a chance for the boys to say
farewell to a much-loved Headmaster. The Pre-Prep joined the
end of the assembly and the boys all sang a special song for
Mr Robinson and presented him with a copy of an original 45
record of the song and the new words they had written. It was
presented by the oldest and youngest boy in the School. It was a
special moment for everyone.
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Prep School Final Assembly cont...
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99th Annual Senior Speech Day
We welcomed distinguished guests to School on Saturday,
the Master of the Merchant Taylors’ Company, Wardens and
Governors and our future Headmaster Mr Jenkin. Speech
Day is always a highlight of our school calendar, when we
celebrate success both in and out of the classroom. It is also an
opportunity to review the year and say goodbye to our leavers.
This year was rather poignant as we said goodbye to Mr
Robinson who has worked at St John’s for 27 years, 9 of those
as Headmaster. We were very pleased to welcome back Lady
Annie Harding, currently the Master of the Merchant Taylors’
Company and previously our Chair of Governors to present the
prizes. She presented a very special award to Hugo in 4L who
has won the Merchant Taylors’ Company competition to design

for a flag to use during the year that the Lord Mayor of London
is a Merchant Taylor. We were all very proud of Hugo.
Mr Robinson guided us through the highlights of the
past year and thanked all the staff, including maintenance,
catering, grounds, IT and administrative staff without whom
we would not be able to run the School. He thanked Mr Stone
particularly for his leadership on the building of the Centenary
Sports Hall. His speech was interspersed with words from Year
8 boys who all focused on a particular aspect of school life. At
the end of his speech, Mr Robinson received a standing ovation.
Mr Fowler, our acting Chair of Governors then thanked Mr
Robinson on behalf of us all for his passionate, committed and
joyful leadership of St John’s.
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Senior Speech Day cont...
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Saying goodbye to some key staff members

Ms Maele
Teaching at St John’s has been one of the best experiences in
my professional life. Across the year groups, boys have shown
great interest in the topics we have covered and curiosity about
the new things they have learnt. They have actively engaged in
various activities in class and outdoors and their enthusiasm
has meant asking lots of questions to learn more, completing
independent research, making presentations and confidently
answering questions. One of my highlights at St John’s was right
during the first weeks I spent at the School when I accompanied
Year 8 boys on trip to Epping Forest. The trip was both
enriching academically and fun for the Year 8 boys. I enjoyed
Geography Club with the Year 4s and 3s where we explored
geographical phenomenon, astronomy and geology. The boys
made models using playdough and junk, created presentations
and answered quizzes. In fact, one of my other highlights was running the Origami club which provided the opportunity for
boys to learn how to make various crafts. As I leave St John’s I am grateful to have been part of one of the most positive and
vibrant schools in London and to have worked with hardworking and lively boys who have all along been keen to do their best in
geography. I was happy to be part of the great community of St John’s. I wish the boys and the school all the best for the future.
Mrs Allen
Having been at St John’s for 21 years I have decided to retire
which has been a very difficult decision to make. The School has
been a huge part of my life and I will miss everyone enormously
but hopefully I will still have contact with St John’s in the future.
Wishing you all and the boys the very best in the future.

Mr Hodson
A St John’s Old Boy, Mr Hodson arrived back here in 2018
as a Sports Gap Student. He has a huge passion for all sports
but particularly rugby. He had attended the well renowned
Llandovery College in Wales and during his time at St John’s
he was contracted to Ealing Rugby Club. Mr Hodson made an
immediate impact on rugby here with his drive and attention
to detail. He would often run the pre-season rugby sessions
and his coaching was excellent. He would make sure that the
teams knew the training systems and patterns and as the season
progressed, the teams he took charge of developed massively
and started playing some exhilarating rugby. Over the years, Mr
Hodson became more involved in the coaching of outside rugby
clubs. The things he learnt were brought back to the pupils
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Staff leavers cont...

at St John’s and they benefited hugely from his new ideas. Five years have flown by and during his time here, Mr Hodson has
contributed so much to rugby and other sports at St John’s. He is moving on to his new role at Eltham College, where there are 68
rugby teams, as a rugby coach. This will be an exciting challenge for him and I know is looking forward to this new prospect. We
wish Mr Hodson all the very best in his new position and we hope to see him back at St John’s in the future.
Mrs Walker
Mrs Walker joined St John’s fresh-faced and having recently
finished her PGCE at Cardiff University in 2014. Relocating
from Wales, she was first offered a job in the Juniors as a Year 4
teacher. Nurturing and kind, she instantly established positive
relationships with boys, staff and parents alike, epitomising all
that you would want from a class teacher. Loyal, caring and
committed to the success of all her students, she has tailored
her approach to individual children since joining the School
and has excelled at every challenge thrown at her, ranging from
Charities to Computing to Geography. When she was asked
to take on the Head of Computing role in 2018 with little in
the way of technological experience, she took a department
in its infancy to one with well-established resources and boys
desperate to be a part of what was on offer. She set up the popular Digital Leaders programme, giving students an avenue to
develop and share their talents. Following the retirement of Mr Murphy, Mrs Walker was appointed Head of Geography and she
was finally able to pursue the subject that interested her the most and what she had studied for her degree. Amongst all of that, she
has somehow also managed to find time to have three children since joining St John’s: Dougie, Jude and Etta. Mrs Walker will be
much missed by all of us.
Mr Newman
Mr Newman joined us in September 2010 initially as a Design
and Technology technician. Then, when Greg Heath, the
Science Technician at the time, sadly passed away, he also joined
the Science Department. Tom came with lots of experience
which enhanced the teaching of DT and Science and also in
the wider school community. In the Science Department he has
helped initiate a great new online system by which the practical
equipment can be organised and in DT has been a constant
help in the classes. He has regularly helped drive the school
minibus for games fixtures and for the Chess tournaments and
is a decent chess player himself. He was also First Aid trained
and helped bandage many a knee on the rugby pitches.
Tom’s main passion is cycling and he has a long history of
cycling and coaching. When he came to the school he made
sure that cycling became an important feature, he helped us buy a fleet of bicycles, which we have encouraged the boys to use
through the Bikeability scheme which he also helped introduce and the Mountain biking club which has now been running for
eight years. However, his plan to build a Velodrome on the First Eleven pitch never (unfortunately) came to fruition. Tom is also a
keen gardener and has run the gardening club for the whole time he has worked here, which has been a very special experience for
many of the boys. Gardening is of course one thing that Tom is looking forward to in his retirement but more importantly he will
be happy to spend more time with his wife Lesley, his daughters and his grandchildren. He will also be able to spend more time on
his hobbies of road cycling and watching Watford play. We shall miss you,Tom.
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Annual Year 8 Teamwork Challenge
Year 8 assembled last Tuesday for the annual team-building
festacular that tests the boys’ personalities to the limit. It’s a
long day with 7 x 1hr activities spread over the school grounds.
Every boy is in a team of 4 or 5 and they rotate around the
‘stands’. Some of the challenges are trivial whilst others require
highly specific knowledge garnered from the pioneering course
they completed last term. The big test is not of their knowledge
or ingenuity but rather, other skills. They get tired, it’s a long
day. Do they wilt or keep going? They are challenged and
baffled by the tasks. Do they give up or get ingenious? When a

team-mate comes up with a weak idea, do they mock them, or
see if they can work it up into something more viable? Do they
show initiative and become proactive or do they let others drive
the project whilst they stand back and do absolutely nothing?
All of the aforementioned can happen at the teamwork
challenge. It was a worthwhile day if at the end of it the boys
learned a bit more about themselves. However, the job of selfimprovement is never over. More importantly, the ability to
collaborate effectively, is more important in this era than ever
before…
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Annual Year 8 Teamwork Challenge cont...
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Leavers’ Evening 2022

On Tuesday evening Year 8 parents and staff were treated to a wonderful evening of entertainment. All day the Year 8 boys and
a few staff had been busily preparing for Leavers’ Evening. The boys prepared displays of their Post Exam Curriculum work and
Business Enterprise achievements, which they enjoyed sharing with their families in the evening. In the second half, parents and
staff enjoyed a wonderful revue from the boys, full of light-hearted sketches as the boy’s reflected on their experiences at St John’s.
At the end of the evening, much to his amazement, the boys presented Mr Robinson with a golf putter to mark his retirement.
Thank you boys for an entertaining evening and many thanks to Mr Russo who produced the event.
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Leavers’ Evening cont...
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Film making
Remika Hewage has made history! He is the first St John’s
boy to have his editing and assembling published in the school
YouTube channel. Up until now, all the films were made by
the staff, for speed and quality control reasons. However, last
spring the School invested in the licences to cover 15 computers
having installed upon them the software known as Adobe
Premiere Pro. The clue is in the name folks; this is the software
(the EXACT same) that the bulk of everything we ever watch
on TV has been edited upon. Remika and his Year 7 classmates
were tutored by Mr Vince and after three ‘warm up’ exercises
were let loose on their first real film, about the school cello

group concert. The production was planned, filmed and written
by Mr Vince. Then, like in a real TV production, he handed
over all the ‘rushes’ and a ‘cutting script’ to the students. Many
of them made amazing progress but it was Remika and Mihir
Sen who were at the vanguard. OK, here’s the punchline: The
film at the end of this link is what Remika produced with only
ONE viewing by Mr Vince in the interim ‘rough assembly’
stage. Most adults simply couldn’t have created something this
elegant and smooth. Well done, Remika, this is a milestone
achievement! Thanks also to Aary in Year 5 who presented the
film for us. Mr Vince https://youtu.be/-v5WKBZi7s8
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Two St John’s teams in National Quiz Club Finals
On Monday 4th July, two teams from St John’s travelled up to
London to take part in the national Quiz Club Finals. To have
one team in the Finals is amazing, but to have two is something
that rarely happens for any school. Issa, Yuva, Maximilian and
Otto were the General Knowledge finalists and Arjun, Aiden,
Daanish and incredibly Otto again formed the Maths team.
Thirty teams from around the country took part and The Light
Auditorium in Friends House in London was the venue.
It was the General Knowledge team who went first and St
John’s got off to a great start, answering questions such as “How
many Harry Potter films are there?” (8) and “Which mythical
creature guards Hades?” (Cerberus). The team were as high as
fourth after five rounds but finished in a very creditable eighth

place overall. The Maths team were the next to compete and
made a slow start. However, they started to climb their way up
the leaderboard through great teamwork. Questions such as
“If you counted two numbers every second, how long would it
take you to count to 100000 to the nearest hour?” (14 hours)
continued to challenge the contestants. The team eventually
finished in 22nd place, but actually not that many points
behind the eventual winners. They should be very pleased with
their efforts.
A fantastic afternoon’s work from all of the boys, and they
should be extremely proud of the fact that they reached the
Finals in the first place. A big thank you must also go to the
parents and family members who came along to support.
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Year 6 Black History Assembly
Mrs Kalirai’s Year 6 maths set delivered an assembly on Black
History on Monday. It was about the people who fought
for black people’s freedom. We have a lot to thank them for.
People may not have heard of Sojourner Truth but she fought
so hard for slaves to be freed. She actually met the president of
America, Abraham Lincoln in 1864. Nelson Mandela is one
of the most important politicians that ever lived. He spent 27
years in prison because he wanted the same rights for black
people as white people. He went on to become the president of
South Africa. Martin Luther King believed that everyone was

equal and that people of different races should be friends. Many
people stopped being racist after they listened to his speeches.
He made a very famous speech called “I have a dream.” There
are also black Britons who have made the world a better place.
Here are just a few of them: Ozwald Boateng is a fashion
designer, all the celebrities wear his suits; Denise Lewis is a
heptathlete, she won an Olympic gold medal in Sydney; Sir
Trevor McDonald was the first black television news reader and
Ian Wright is one of Arsenal football Club’s top ever scorers. We
have learned a lot from doing our assembly.

14												

July 07 2022

Reaching for the Stars in Final Assembly

The Pre-Prep year drew to a close with final assembly. Always
an emotional event but even more so this year. We said
goodbye to boys in both Reception and Year 2, each receiving
a card and book to remind them of their friends at St John’s.
Mr Robinson announced the winner of the ‘I did my best’
cup which this term goes to Anay, in the Owls- well done! We
thanked the boys who had represented us on the School and
Eco councils this year for putting forward the Pre-Prep ideas
and opinions at the whole school meetings. Miss Murphy
received a card as she goes on her maternity leave. She
promises to come back for us all to cuddle her new arrival in
early September.
After 21 years, Mrs Allen retires this year. She joined as Miss

Morgan’s Teaching Assistant in Year 1 and has cared for many
boys across the whole school. We wish her all the best for
the future. Then the tissues were needed! The boys had each
drawn a portrait of Mr Robinson which was then made into
a photo book for him to keep. Some pictures were definitely
more flattering than others! The boys sang and danced to
‘Reach for the Stars’ reminding everyone that anything is
possible if you dream and work hard enough. Finally, Year 2
made a guard of honour as Mr Robinson left his final Pre-Prep
assembly to the flurry of party poppers and streamers whilst
the rest of the boys cheered and clapped.
What a wonderful end to a super year and for a great
Headmaster.
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Final Assembly cont...
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Robins and Squirrels Harvest Their Potatoes
It was a beautiful morning, the sun was shining and there
was great excitement in the air! The boys made their way up
to the allotment, full of anticipation as to what they might
find hidden beneath the earth. The potato plants had certainly
grown under the watchful eye of all the boys. Carefully the
stems and leaves were pulled away. The soil was loosened

and everyone set to work searching for potatoes in the soft
crumbly soil. And what did they find? ... The best potato
harvest St John’s has ever seen! The potatoes were washed and
cooked – boiled and baked. Everyone enjoyed tasting the
potatoes and many agreed they were the BEST potatoes they
had ever had!
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A surprise trip for Year 2

Last week, Year 2 went on their surprise trip. Despite many attempts, no one managed to guess where they were going! The
boys had a great time watching Sing 2 at the cinema. There was lots of singing and dancing (from the teachers) and the boys
were exceptionally well behaved. With tummies full of popcorn, chocolate and fruit juice, it was back to school just in time for
the Domino’s pizza delivery for lunch…What a treat!
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Listening and singing in the Lambs

The Lambs enjoyed listening to Mr Russo Junior playing his guitar. His impromptu concert kept them entertained at lunch
time.

Ahad is a Rubix Cube Champion

Ahad in the Badgers recently took part in an international Rubix cube competition held in India. He finished solving the 3*3
cube in less than 75 seconds and won a gold medal. Well done Ahad!
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Junior’s fond farewell to Mr Robinson

The Juniors bid a fond farewell to Mr Robinson in a special assembly on Tuesday. Every boy in Year 3 and 4 wrote him a letter
which several read out. One boy who had been absent on the day of the letter writing penned him his own version of “My
Way.” Aided and abetted by Mr Corin this was duly performed for Mr Robinson and everyone sang along. It may not have
been the most tuneful final assembly but I’m sure he will remember it for years to come. Everyone in the Juniors wishes him all
the very best.
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Outdoor mental maths for Year 3

Year 3 were practising their mental maths this week by inventing their own outdoor games! They had to devise a scoring system
using both addition and subtraction, then keep score in their heads throughout the game. They had a lot of fun and gave their
brains a good work out too!
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Musicians play their part in Speech Day

At Senior Speech Day, our Year 7 & 8 Chamber Choir performed an unaccompanied part-song “I Stand Tall” by Gitika
Partington which led straight into a heartfelt rendition of “Something Inside So Strong” by Labi Siffre (arranged by Kenny
Rogers and Gitika Partington) by the Year 5-8 Senior Choir boys. We sang our School song together for the first time at a
Speech Day. Paul Henson, a St John’s boy from the 1970s and now a Governor said that hearing the song sung by the whole
School after so many years was a very moving experience. Some of our Senior musicians then accompanied us as we sang the
National Anthem. It was a memorable occasion for us all.
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Senior Sports Day 2022

The Senior Sports Day was held on Wednesday, 6th July and
the meeting started at 11.30am. Each form was accompanied
by a member of staff who took them to all the track and field
events. There were two groups in each form for the track events
and this made it very competitive for all with many more pupils
medalling. Every event was allocated a 15 minute slot and it
was wonderful to see the boys encourage each other. Alongside
this there were rest periods where the forms could support their
Houses. We broke for lunch at 12.45pm and began again at
1.30pm when parents arrived to support which gave a huge lift
to all the competitors. We saw some great performances. Bailey
McSween showed his fantastic track and field abilities in setting
three new school records. Across the age groups, numerous
school records were broken and the competition within the
events was thrilling to watch.

New School Records.
80 metres sprint Bailey McSween		
11.20 seconds
High Jump
Bailey McSween		
1m 42
Long Jump
Bailey McSween		
4m 51cm
Shot Put
Shane Morrow		
7m 30cm
Discus 		
Amos Goodman		
17m 17cm
Shot Put
William Pixton		
8m 04cm
Overall Result for Senior Sports Day.
1st Oates
2nd Churchill
3rd Lawrence 4th Lincoln
The relays finished off what was an excellent Sports Day with so
many pupils taking part and winning medals. A huge thank you
to all the grounds staff for setting up the track and field areas
and many thanks to all the staff who helped out on the day
which made the whole event go so smoothly.
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Senior Sports Day cont...
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Senior Sports Day cont...
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Senior Sports Day cont...
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Senior Sports Day cont...
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Golf is popular & growing at St John’s!
The annual St John’s Putter is anticipated eagerly by the
boys. With a big and talented team, representing us at the
Stowe competition in May, this was always going to be a close
competition, with some amazing shots played. Ansh S, Kabir
K, George L, Zac W and Sahib B were all involved on the day
with 11 other boys joining us too. Some are new to the game,
and some often play golf outside of school. Mr Robinson might
have offered some free 1 to 1 maths lessons in return for some
golf lessons. He was there early in the afternoon to practice
with his new putter, very special and kindly gifted by our Year 8
leavers.
With a sensational turnout of eight pairs, the boys were
raring to get started after their briefing on the course and the
reintroduction of the special St John’s Putter trophy, which is
an original putter from St Andrews gifted to Mr Robinson by
his grandmother back in 1985. A big thank you to our grounds
department who have been hard at work preparing for this
prestigious event.
The eventual winners of the trophy, George L & Kabir K
(Year 7), achieved an impressive score of 18, equivalent to par
on the undulating St John’s course. The current school record

stands at 17, held by an old boy, Rohan Dasgupta. It was a
pleasant surprise to bump into him at the Pinner Hill pro-shop
on the day and to hear how his game is still going from strength
to strength. Last years’ winner Ansh S & Amos Goodman (Year
8) came in second with 19. Third place was occupied by Rahul
& Mihir (Year 7), both with a respectable score of 21.
1st
George L & Kabir
18
2nd
Ansh S & Amos
19
3rd
Rahul & Mihir
21
4th
Sahib B & Rehaan / Zac & Jacob
24
5th
Shane & Armaan
27
6th
Daanish & Ali
28
7th
Ahaan & Mithil
30
Parents were allowed to spectate on this occasion which was
great, and we had a couple of Year 5 golfers, James L and Aary,
who I know can’t wait to play in their first St John’s Putter next
year! Well done to everyone for taking part, whether competing
for the win, or enjoying a round of golf for the first time with
classmates, we look forward to seeing you all compete again
next year before the Stowe Putter 2023. Mr Krüger
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Golf at St John’s cont...
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Bailey hits heights at Prep Schools’ Athletics finals
Congratulations to our national silver medalist Bailey (Year 6) in the U12 High Jump at the National Prep Schools’ Athletics
Finals. A PB with 1m40 and another PB in the 200m with sub 28 secs and 5th place overall.

U13 Gaelic football
finals beckon for Shane
Shane in 7M is captain of the Tir Conaill Gael U-13 team.
They won the London Gaelic Football Final last Saturday in
the GAA Stadium in Ruislip, making them London U-13
champions. The overall UK Finals will be held early September.
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Krüger Sports Camps

www.krugercamps.co.uk

SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS
5 CONSECUTIVE WEEKS STARTING ON THE 11TH JULY 2022
MON & TUE = CRICKET
WED & THU = FOOTBALL
FRI = COURT SPORTS
For more information go to www.krugercamps.co.uk
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Supporting projects and appeals that beneﬁt patients
and staff at Mount Vernon Cancer Centre

Sunday 18th September ‘22

SCAN ME

Hold the camera to the image
for more event information
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Important dates &
Contacts
Thursday 1st September: SLT meetings all day
Friday 2nd September: SLT meetings and induction
of new staff (9.00am – 12.30 pm)
Monday 5th September: Staff inset
Tuesday 6th September: Staff inset
Wednesday 7th September: Start of term for pupils
Updates: Please continue to visit www.st-johns.org.
uk for all the latest information on sports fixtures and
results. The website will have announcements in case of
emergency.
You can also follow us on twitter @
stjsnorthwood and our sports department @
StJohnsNwSport
Mailings: If you would like to be sent a copy of the
Lamb each week, please email: Lamb Editor. Let us
know your contact details and you will be added to the
list.
Photographs: Do please continue to send in pictures
to lambeditor@st-johns.org.uk for inclusion in The
Lamb. Many thanks.

Notices and reminders
School Reports: Nursery to Year 4 reports are available to view
via the Parent Portal now. Years 5 to 8 reports will be published
shortly. An email will be sent once they are on the Parent Portal.
The Lamb: We hope you enjoyed reading The Lamb this
year. Thank you for the many photographs you have sent in.
The next issue will be after the first full week of school in the
autumn term on Friday 16th September.
Autumn Term School Calendar: This will be available to view
via the Parent Portal and on the School website shortly. You will
receive an email when this is available.

Kruger Camps: Please see the flyer on page 32
Moor Park Fun Run 2022: This year’s Moor Park 10k & Fun
Runs take place on the 18th September. See the poster on page
33 You can register here: or use the QR code on their poster.
House Points Final Total: lst Churchill 140.75, 2nd Lincoln
137.16 3rd Oates 130.85, 4th Lawrence 129.55
All the staff at St John’s wish you a restful and enjoyable
summer holiday and we look forward to seeing many of you
in September. We wish our leavers all the very best. Do keep
in touch with news of the next stage in your education.
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